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The ImroRTANCE of the 
SUGAR PLANTATIONS, e. 


Compos'd of many Words, much Malice, 
very little Argument, and abundance of 
. Reaſoning. 


SHEWIN GO, 


: That the BILL now depending for Prohibiting 
the Commerce carried on between our Northern 
Colonies, and 'the Foreign Sugar Plantations, 
tends to the impoveriſhing and ruin of thoſe 

| Colonies ; the weakening of the Power of the 
Engliſh Empire i in thoſe Parts; and the Damage 
Ind Loſs of Great Britain; and would put 
it in the power of our Sugar Plantations to 
make us pay them what Price TOE JET for 
their Sugars. | 


in a LETTER to. 4 Noble PEER,” 
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A Short ANSWER to an Elaborate 
PAMPHL E 


_ Entitled, 


The Importance of the Sugar 
Plantati ons, &cCc. 
In a LETTER to a Noble Peer. 


2 7 L ORD, 
dere is 4 Bill now depending 
in your Lordſhip's Houſe, and 
very ſedulouſly ſollicited by the 
I Agents of Barbadoes, for the 
Q Prohibiting a profitable Trade 
which has been of late years 
carried on between the Engliſb Colonies ori- 
the Continent of America; and the French 
and Dutch Sugar Plantations, for ſiipplying 
them with Lumber and Horſes ; and a Pam- 
_ phlet is publiſh'd to ſupport fo injurious art 
A Attempt 


Attempt upon thelr Fellow-Subj jets, with 
many Words, a very little 3 and 
FO s deal of falſe Reaſoning and Miſre- 
2 entation: I will preſume upon your Lord- 
mip's gaodneſs to pardon me, in giving vou 
the trouble of a few Remarks upon that 
Piece, in order to remove the wrong Im- 
preſſion which ſuch artificial Compoſitions 
are apt to make upon Perfons who have not 
been converſant in Affairs of that nature. 
This Author ſets out with telling us, (P. 
4, and 5.) that the Sugar Colontes are of the 
greateſt Conſequence to Great Britain, FE: 
and Iam fo ready to admit their bein 
great alone, that I wiſh we- kr 
double the number: But then I. muſt tell 
him, that of all thoſe Colonies, Barbadoes 
is become the leaſt profitable to us; for it 
muſt be confeſt that thoſe are the moſt pro- 
fitable that can afford us their Commodi- 
ties cheapeſt ; but the Barbadians them- 
ſelves make it an Argument fox their Re- 
lief, that their Lands are wor ks and re- 
quire a very great Charge in ben Cultiva- 
tion, ſo that they cannot aſſord eu Sugars 
as cheap as others. And tho” 1 have heard 
of this Complaint for aboye *Boxty Years 
paſt, yet we ſee they goon and thrive ſtill ; 
and they themſelves acknowledge, that the 
Profits of their Moloſſes and Rum (Commo- 
dities which their Predeceſſors made no ad- 


vantage of, * yet fold. their Sugars for 


leſs than half the Price they have been at 
of late years) are become ſo conſiderable, 
as to ſupport the Charge of the whole Plan- 
tation. That their Lands muſt needs be im- 
poveriſh d, is ſelf-evident, and they have 
the leaft Reaſon of any People in the World 
to make that a Complaint, after they have 
for ſo long a Trad of Years continually 
reapd ſuch abundant Crops off of them, and 
have rais d ſuch vaſt Profits, that if they 
had been 1 and provident, would have 
enabled them to have ſettled ten times the 
compaſs of new Ground in ſome other place, 
to their awn and the Nation's great Advan- 
tage; and they had the Iſlands of St. Yin- 
cent and St. Lucia near at hand, and ve- 
Ty opportune, which they not only neglected, 
but hindred all they could from being ſet- 
tled, left it might interfere with their Inte- 
reſt in their dear Barbadoes. | | 
He tells us next, that the Sugar Colonies 
bring a Profit and Advantage to Great Bri- 

_ tain of 4 good 1,200,000 J. per Annum ; 
and thus he makes up the Account for us : 
The Planters clear uſually 8 50,000 1. which 
Sum, or much the greateſt part of it, he 
fays, zs ſpent here by the Proprietors, who 

live in England, or elſe in Manufactures 
ſent to the Weſt. Indies, or to Guinea to pur- 
chaſe Negroes. A notable ftretch this! to 
perſuade us that a great part of the Pro- 
Prieto lin d in England, cho I believe he 


can 


e e 
can hardly name us 20 Families; and then 
for the Manufactures us d by them, the Cu- 
ſtom - Houſe Books will confute him that they 
don't take off one third part of that Sum. 
Then he tells us that we gain 170,000 I. per 
Annum by the Freight : As to the Sum it 
may poſſibly be ſo; but then the Nation 
cannot be ſaid to get any thing by it, more 
than for that part of the Sugars which we 
re-export to Fore!griers: for as to what we 
— 4 ourſelves, the Tranſaction is only 
that the Conſumer repays the Importer 
for the Freight, and nothing is thereby 
added to the National Wealth. Laſtly he 
ſays, we get little leſs than 200, ooo 1. more 
by the Duty, Commiſſion, &c. As to the 
Commiſſion, I will admit that the whole of 
that Sum would amount to above 20,000 J. 
but then would he have us believe that all 
the Sugars we import are conſign d to Fac- 
tors here for the proper Account of the Plan- 
ters, and that our Merchants bring home none 
in return for the Cargoes they ſend out up- 
on their own Accounts? for which methinks 
he might fairly have allow'd us one half at 
leaſt; and then for the Duty, tis a Tax 
paid really by the Conſumer, and no Natio- 
nal Gain, nor are the Planters any way con- 
cern'd in it. And now what's become of this 
good 1,200,100 J. gain? I am ſure it cannot 
be properly ſaid that we gain any thing by 
what we ſpend at home, our real Gain ariſing 

only 


only from what we export; and J am afraid 
that is now ſodwindled away, as to reduce 
this mighty Sum to leſs than 100,000 /. per 
Annum; and ſurely tis a ſign of a very bad 
Cauſe when Men are foro d to ſtrain their In- 
vention to impoſe upon the World by ſuch a 
way of Accounting, and ſuch a fort of Arguing. 
He fays (2. 6, and 7.) Virginia, Maryland, 
Carolina, Penfilyania,New York, New Hamp- 
ſhire, and New Jerſey, have but little Trade 
with the Foreign Sugar Colonies, and are 
no Parties in oppoſing this Bill. No won- 
der if they did not oppoſe it, when they had 
not the leaſt Notice of ſo malicious a Defign 
being carried on againft them: But if the 
Gentlemen who follicit this Bill will be con- 
tent to drop it for this Seſſions of Parliament, 
I will ſubmit to forfeit all my Credit in the 


World, if in the next, all theſe Colonies do 


not ſhew, by oppoſing it with all the Intereſt 
they are able to make, that they believe 
themſelves to be very ſenſibly affected hy 
this Bill, and that every one of them would 
be greatly injur'd thereby, if ever it ſhould 
into a Law. | Cs 
But he would have it, that New Englan 
and Rhode Iſland are the only Colonies that 
oppoſe the Bill; and he is pleas d to repre- 
ſent them to be ſo inconſiderable, as that 
the leaſt Sugar Iſland was of ten times 
more Conſequence to Great Britain, than both 
theſe put together: he lays, their _—— 
"Es # ti | ' | 7 


arce. 


that he had 3 Inport and 


than that which fbr ſome years paſt we have 
3 granted, the * Englanders ſend us little 


Ws 1 chat Num, on that their 
Exports confift in Hemp and Naval Stores 
unmanufactured, &c. Here indeed I was at 


| a ſtand to conceiye what he meant by talking 4 


of Hemp and Naval Stores as the Exports | 
of New England, till I came to obſerve 


Export, ſo that what he really intended was, 
that they expoited little to us, and that what 
they i from us, was chiefly :Nayal | 
Stores. This I note only to ſhew how in- 
correct a Writer he is in this, as well as ith 
many args = — that #hey have 
 fatle Occaſion of out older, be 

they have Moollen, Linnen — 2 — 2 
nufattures of their — — for Silks, 
they have a e 
from the French. 

Now to anſwer all this Slander and Miſ- 
repreſentation, I ſhall firſt obſerve, that the 
Accounts tranſmitted from the Cuſtom-Houſe 
ſhew, that the Value of the Manufactures we 
| ſent from hence to New England only in 
one Year, amounts to more than the one half 
of what was ſent to all the Sugar Iſlands in | 
the ſame Year; and as our Exports thither 
conſiſt chiefly in Britiſh Manufactures, our 
Commerce with them will appear to be of 
much more conſequence to this Kingdom, 


held with the Sugar Colonies. For if, as he has 


9 


2-3 
of their own Product for our home Expence, 
they muſt pay us the Ballance in Money ; 
| whereas, on the other hand, if we ſpend 
the greateſt part of the Sugar our ſelves 
which we bring from the Hlands, and re- 
export little of it (as is really the caſe at pre- 
ſent) tis apparent that we ſquander away 
our Eftates in a Commodity which ſerves on- 
ly to indulge our Luxury, and mult loſe 
proportionably in the Ballance of our 
Trade in general. What heed then is to be 
given to a Writer who has the Confidence 
to advance ſo extravagant an Aſſertion, as 
that the leaſt Sugar Iſland was of more con- 
ſequence to us than both thoſe Colonies ? He 
ſhews alſo the little regard he bears to Truth, 
when he affirms that the New England Peo- 
ple have little occaſion for our Manufactures, 
but can ſupply themſelves with their own; 
whereas 'tis notorious that they buy of us to 
a very great value, and, excepting their ma- 
king ſome ſorts of Iron Ware, they have no 
Manufacturies of their own worthy our No- 
tice. Nor is the inſinuation of their being 
ſupplied with Silk from the French leſs diſ- 
ingenuous, for I am well aſſured that tis ut- 
torly falſe in fact; and therefore his charg- 
ing them poſitively with it again in p. 32. 
is a great abuſe. The wipe alſo he gives 
them for building Ships for themſelves and 
for Foreigners, is methinks very weak: Have 
they not built many a good Ship for ourſelves 
B cheaper 


cheaper than we can build them here? And 
I think it ſo far from being a Crime to build 
for Foreigners (of which yet I believe there 
are very few [nftances) that I wiſh-they were 
more employ'd in that way; ſince the more 
Money they get by it, the more they will 
have to lay out with us. Have the Darch 
ever thought it impolitic to build Ships for 
any Nation that would employ them? 

g But I ſhould tire your Lordſhip if I were 
to trace this Gentleman thro all the Steps of 
his loofe way of arguing ; the. Specimen I 
have already ſhewn you of what ariſes out 
of four Pages only, may fuffice to give you 
an Idea of the whole Performance: I ſhall 
therefore for the future paſs by many things 
which I think deferve little notice, and make 
my Remarks as ſhort as poſſible on fome 
places which may ſeem more material; and 
ſo 1 come on to p. 9. where he pretends to 

propoſe @ Method to enable our Planters to 
ſupply foreign. Markets as cheap as the 
French; and that is, by prohibiting the er- 
portation of Harſes, and Lumoer, from our 
Colonies to theirs; and alſo the mportation 
, all foreign Sugars, Rum, and Molaſſes 
into any of our Catonies; and this, he lays, 
will effetFually cramp and check the French 
iu the Sugar Trade : and he would perſuade 
us that is is as abſolutely neceſſary as the 
prohibiting the carrying our Wool! to France. 


Now 


Now if this were true, all his arguing up- 
| es Topics would be very right ; but if 
ve ſhall find his Premiſes to be falſe, his Con- 
cluſions muſt needs be fo too. Firſt then, 
the French would not be diſabled (as he ſays 
P- 11.) from rivalling us in the Sugar Trade, 
by our refuſing to fell them Horſes, and 
Lumber: For, notwithſtanding he is ſo con- 
ſidently avers (and takes a great deal of 
| pains to prove, tho all the while tis with no 
better Argument than begging the Queſtion) 
that they cant at all be ſupply d with thoſe 
Con ueniencies from their own Settlements, 
or elſe that it would be attended with ſuch 
Difficulties that would give us 4 Supe- 
riority over them; it has yet been main- 
tain d by Perſons well acquainted in thoſe 
Parts, that they could and would ſupply 
themſelves with a very little more difficulty 
from other Settlements in America; the Con- 
ſequence of which would be, that the French 
would gain, and we ſhould "utterly loſe the 
Navigation we now employ in that Buſineſs, 
But this is ſo vain a Suggeſtion, that I cant 
but wonder at his Preſumption to impoſe. 
upon us à Fallacy ſo eaſily to be ber 
For aſter all ihe great Streſs they have laid 
upon this Article of Lumber, the chief Uſe 
it is put to in the Buſineſs of Sugar, is only 
for the making their Casks; which bears ſo 
mall a rtion to the Price of the Sugar, 


Propo 
that, as it has Veen clearly demonſtrated in a 
B 2 Letter 


Letter publiſh'd in the Y/hitehall Evening 
Po}? of the 1oth Inſtant, (which I would 
humbly recommend to your Lordſhip's peru- 
ſal, ſince you may there find a more ample 
; Diſſertation upon this whole Diſpute) it would 
amount to but a poor two per Cent. (with a- 
bout ſuch another Pittance upon the Article 
of Horſes) more than it now coſts them, even 
tho they were neceſſitated to import their Bar- 
rel-ſtaves from Europe: A mighty Help in- 
deed to give our Planters a ſuperiority over 
their Rivals! and yet this Gentleman has the 
Aſſurance to inſinuate, that theſe Prohibitions 
are as abſolutely neceſſary as the prohibiting 
the carrying our Wooll to France; tho I think 
he has brought this Com pariſon mal à pro- 
pos; becauſe it gives me the occaſion to ſhew, 
that tho the ſelling our Wooll to the Fei 
would be an apparent Diſad vantage to us, 
ſince if we kept it from them, they could 
not rival us in our Woollen Manufactures; 
the only Reaſon whereof is, becauſe with- 
cout it they could not work up their own 
Wooll, nor could they procure any of the 
like quality. from any other Country: Yet 
our ſelling them Horſes, and Lumber, is as 
apparently advantageous to us, becauſe they 
pay us for them, if not in Money, yet in 


what turns into Money at laſt, whereby ſo 


much is added to the Ballance of the National 
Trade, without any manner of detriment to 
ourſelves, becauſe * could certainly be 
: ſupply d 


ſupply d from elle where, and —_— make 
never a pound of Sugar the leſs. And then, 
as the Fench permit 1 People to get all 
the Wooll they can from us, for the very 
ſame Reaſon we ought to permit ours to get 
all the Moloſſes they can from them; becauſe 
it enables our Subjects to carry on a very 
conſiderable Manufactury of Rum, where- 
with they ſupply our own Fiſheries, and 
carry on a profitable Trade with the Indians: 
| io that, on the contrary, it would be a great 
Loſs to us, and an Advantage to the French, 
to prohibit the ſelling of their Moloſſes to 
us, becauſe they might otherwiſe diſtil it all 
into Rum themſelves, for which they would 
not want a yent, either by finding means 
| (which we could not help) of ſerving our 
Fiſheries, or by ſending it to Holland, and 
other parts in Europe. For, notwithſtanding 


wWjhat has been ſuggeſted, that the Govern- 


ment in France would reſtrain them in fa- 
vour of their Home- Brandies, it is not to be 
ſupposd that they would put ſuch a Hard- 
ſhip on the Iſlanders, who are equally their 
own Subjects, and they might have vent e- 
nough for both Commodities: But if this 
were reaſonable, we alſo ought to prohibit 
the Importation of Rum, to promote the Ex- 
pence of our own Malt-Spirits ; and that in- 
| deed might give our Sugar Planters ſome 

- cauſe of — 5 elem, 2 oi. A 


1 car't forbear — your Lordſhip one 
Inftance more of this Gentleman's — 
rate way of reaſc He tells 72 0 16.1 
that if we allow 2 Carry? Ding of © 
it will not be paſſible, in ſo long 4 Craft of 
7 or 800 Miles, where there are [0 many 
Bays, Creeks, and Rivers, and  /o few Of 
ficers, to prevent the running in of Sugar, 
Rum, and Moloſſes. I would ask him then, 
Whether it will not be altogether as impoſ- 
fible to prevent their running out of Horſes 
and Lumber? - © 
He would perſuade us, p. 17, and 18, that 
Lumber was become ſo ſtarce, as that ue 
_ might be ons to want a ſupply for our own 
Iſlands. Str ange indeed, if in a woody Coaſt 
of 7 or 800 Niles (as he has told us) we 
ſhould ever want Timber, when we find 
Norway, of far leſs: extent, has held out to 
furniſh great part of Europe for many Ages; 
would it not be more reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that if it ſhould be deftroy'd in one place, 
we might find plenty in a thouſand more ? 
But he gives us an Inſtance, that at Ne- 
berry ſome Ships have gone away without 
being able to get their loading; but if I am 
rightly inform'd, this was but one Ship, 
which came at an improper Scaſon, and would 
not ſtay till the Rivers were open which 


bring the Timber down from the Country. 
He ſays, that the ObjetFion made by the 
N . Colonies, that the 1 Hands cannot 


Supply © 


* = 17 
| them with a ſufficient quantity of 
| 22 is groundleſs: And yet] believe they 
had ſome ground for that Objedtion, becauſe 
they had found by experience that they never 
made ſo much as half the that was 
uſed by them; but I am now fully convinced 
that they are able to ſerve them with alt 
they want, tho it were five times more: 
For in p. 19. he has unriddled the myſtery, 
by quoting 4 Gentleman of Diſtinction who 
inform d the Committee, that he himſelf 
males now but 2000 Gallons of Rum in a 
Zear, tho be could make 20,000, if he bad 
 enconragement. But in my Opinion this 
Gentleman had difti d himſelf much 
better, if he had, like an honeſt Witneſs, told 
the whole truth, and added; bur chat then 
indeed he muſt make fo much the leſs Sugar. 
The matter is plain; the Rum is uſually di- 
ſtilld from the Molaſſes, which is the coarſeſt 
part of the Syrap which ſeparates itſelf when 
the finer part kerns into Sugar, and was rec- 
kon d as an Offal, whereof they formerly made 
little account, till they found the benefit of 
making Rum; and N— GG) 
they could not perhaps make near enough to 
ſerve the Continent: but if you'll give them 
encouragement, that 1s, let them have as it 
were the opoly of it, (and he tells us 
plainly, p. 20. what they aim at, which is 
to ſerve the whole Continent) and give them 


2 of raiſing the price © fo =o b 


"TIT 
as that they may get more by their Rum than 
they can by their Sugar, they can diſtil as 

much of their Syrup as they pleaſe into Rum, 
and make the leſs of it into Sugar; the con- 


fequence whereof would be, that they could 


ſet what price they pleaſe upon both Com- 
modities. Shall we then be fo unwiſe as to 
ſuffer ourſelves to be thus impoſed upon (1 
will not ſay by all our Sugar but) 
by one little Iſland; or ought we not rather 
to ſhew ſome reſentment at ſo i —_—_ an At- 
tempt? But he inſinuates, (p. 21.) that zf 
the Iſlands could not ſupply them and the 
Fiſheries with Rum Gbich, by the way, he 
calls unwholeſome if diſtild from foreign Mo- 
loſſe, as if our People could not diſtil as 
wholeſome a Spirit out of the very ſame Ma- 
terial, whether it were of the French or 
E neli ſh Production) they might be ſupply'd 
with Malt-Spirits from Great-Britain. Now + 
I thought that Rum was always taken to 
be more wholeſome than Malt-Spirits: And 
what wouldGreat- Britain get by the Change? 
Cannot New-England and the reſt of our 
Colonies on the Continent raiſe Barley enough; 
and is it to be thought that they would not 
employ their diſtilling Utenſils in that way, 
if they were reſtrained from the other, 
and be able to ſell their Malt-Spirits much 


cheaper than we can? 
Next he falls foul upon the New-Eng- 


landers, (p. 22.) plays Sir Joſiah Childs 
1 : * Book | 


i "T7 | | | 

-Book of 'Trade- very hard upon them, and 
| — to mortify them for ſeveral Pages. fol- 
lowing, I have as much Eſteem for that Book 
as this Gentleman himſelf, and I acknowledge 
that there are many juſt and inſtructive Obſer- 
_ vations in it; but yet even Sir Jaſiah himſelf 
was as ſabject to Miſinformations, Miſtakes, 
and Partialities, as other Men, as I could ſhew 
in divers Places, and particularly in this Gen- 
tlemans firſt Quotation; where he ſays true in- 
deed, that the Fiſhery (that is, the catching and 

drying the Fiſh) was Seen on by the People 
ſettled in New England. But to ſay that no- 
thing of that Trade was left ro the Old Eng- 
ib Men, but the liberty of carrying now and 
#hen a Ship-loading of Fifh to Bilboa, when 
their own Neu- Engliſh Ships were better em- 
ploy d, is an Error; for I my ſelf was con- 

verſant in Trade above 60 years 1 and have 
ſeen many a Fiſh-ſhip diſcharg'd in the Ports 
of Spain, and believe I may affirm, that not 
one in twenty of the Ships or Cargoes were the 
Property of New. Engl ſbmen; for I know we 
uſually ſent our Ships to New-England to load 
for our own Accounts. I could alſo except a- 
gainſt much of what is ſaid in the ſecond Quo- 
| tation, (p. 26, to 30.) tho there are ſome things 
in it that may be worthy our regard and ſhall 
_only obſerve in general, that 'tis the French, 
= not the New-En glanders, that have been 
our moſt prejudicial Rival in the Fiſhery of 


4 mow Parts; and therefore I am humbly of the 


5 &: 
Opinion, that conſidering the preſent State of 
that Affair, inſtead of checking, we ought ra- 
ther to give the Neu- Englanders all the En- 
couragement we can to go on with their Fiſhe- 
-ries; for the convenience of their ſituation will 
always give them an Advantage over the 
French, and enable them to afford their Fiſh 
cheaper: and twill be much more our Advan- 
tage to have the Foreign Markets ſupply'd with 
Fiſh by our own Subjects, in what part ſoever 
of our Dominions they live, than by our 'Ri- 
vals the French; for by the latter we get no- 
thing, whereas the former bring their Money 
to us for the Neceſſaries they muſt have from 
us, and contribute ſo much towards the Bal- 
lance of our Trade. This 1 mean with reſpect 
to what Cargoes may be ſent to Market on the 
Neu. Englanders own Account, tho' I know 
that formerly, and I believe tis fo ſtill, the 
-much greateſt part of the Fiſh we ſent to the 
European Markets, was for the account of the 
' Engliſh Merchants. But ſee with what Exag- 
1 he perſecutes them yet further, (5. J.) 
The Sea cover d with Ships either ound or 
built by them; their Manufactures rivallin 
Fhe beſt and principal of our own : Strains 10 
far beyond the very ſhadow of Truth, that 
they exceed even the bounds of Hyperbole. 
And yet for all this he would have them take 
him for their very good Friend ; he tells them 
once and again that he has really a very great 
Regard for them, and is pleas'd to beſtow his 
; 25 I Advice 
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Advice (ſuch as it is) upon them very freely : : 
but for my part, aſter any man had treated 
me' in ſo abuſive and invidious a manner, I 
ſhould think his Compliments look'd with a 
very ill grace, and ſhould deſire him to keep 
his Civilities to himſelf. _ 

I cannot but take notice how this Gentleman 
treats the Subjects ſettled in the Northern Co- 
lonies, as if they were ſeparated from the Body, 
and as if we had little or no intereſt in them 3 
whereas I think we ought to conſider them all 
(as he would have us eſteem the Sugar Colo- 
nies to be p. 23.) as fleſh of our fleſh, and bone 
of our bone, and to have the ſame regard to 
their thriving and proſperity as a good Mother 
has tojall her Children; for we may juſtly look 
upon them- as contributing abundantly more 
to the ſtrength and ſupport of our Empire in 
thoſe parts (and to our Riches too, 'till we can 
be enabled to export more Sugar) than all our 
Iſlands ; but he is pleas d to note to us (p. 34z 
and 35.) that The profit they make by. their 
Freights is gain d only by themſelves, and not 
by Great Britain; and that The multitude of 
Seamen they employ may prove of fatal cun- 
ſequence to us, as being kept there, and not 
returning home. But a perſon leſs prejudic'd 
would have confider'd that we are really be- 
nefited by the profits they make, becauſe they 
lay out their Money with us; and that they are 
ſo far from hurting us, by detaining our Sea- 
men, that they do indeed breed up abundance 
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of as able Seamen of 5 own as perhaps any 
in the World, from which they afford very 
ſeaſonable Recruits to our Men of War when 
they want them in thoſe Parts. 

Laſtly, for a Corollary to his deluſive Argu- 
ments he tells us; that The &. ugar Colonies are 
af preſent in a very bad and languiſhing con- 
dition: that their Duties are high, their 
Planters poor, their Soil worn out, and their 
Fortefications deſtroyed. Which may be an- 
ſwered in a very few, but much truer words; 
that, in compariſon with the Northern Colo- 

nies, (and I may ſay with Great Britain itſelf) 
they ate in a very and flouriſhing condi- 
tion; that they pay no Duties at all, for their 
product, becauſe how high ſoever the Duties 
are laid, they are all paid in the price of the 
Commodity by the laſt Conſumer; their Plant- 
ers are rich, or at leaft they appear to be ſo by 
the figure they affect to make; their Soil is 
not ſo worn out but that it yields them a Pro- 
duct far more profitable than any other Lands 
in the Britiſb Dominions; and if their Fortifi- 
cations are deſtroyed, they may be aſham'd of 
their own neglect and improvidence, ſince a 
trifling abatement in their exorbitant Luxury 
would always enable them to provide largely 
for all publick Services. 
And now, my Lord, I have done with my 
Remarks, tho I could heve taken notice of ma- 
ny things more which a Man of knowledge 
and integrity would have been aſham d to ad- 
yance ; and ſhall haſten to a Concluſion, by 

| giving 


giving you a ſhort Idea of the true State of 
; The Sugar Planters began 
their improvements chiefly upon the Credit 
given them by the Engliſb Merchants, and paid 
their Creditors in Muſcovado Sugar valued in 
Barbadoes at no more than 10 5. per Cent. for 
Money it might be bought for leſs, and at this 
price it continued for many years. When 
had overcome the difficulty of clearing 
Lands, and erecting their Sugar Works, their 
eg encreas d vaſtly, and even excecded ſome 
ver Mines, and they fell into an excels of 
Luxury beyond compare. After this our other 
Iſlands came to' be ſettled, which afforded us 
ſuch quantities of Sugar, that we re-exported 
a great part to our Neighbonrs, and im great 
meaſure beat the Portuguege out of that trade; 
and thus indeed our Sugar Plantations became 
very profitable to us. But as of late years we 
have vaſtly encreas'd the home expence of this 
Commodity, ſo that we have little to ſpare for 
re-exportation, the Planters have taken the ad- 
voantage to raiſe their price upon us by degrees 
even to more than double, and if they carry 
this Bill, will have it in their power to impoſe 
almoſt what price they pleaſe upon us. But 
we have yet two ways to remedy this evil; 
one is, by ſettling more Sugar Colonies, which 
the Government ought to have at heart, and to 
let about it with vigour : The other is, to give 
a liberty to import Muſcovado Sugars, (paying 
the ſame Duty with our own) even from whence- 
| . | 1 Een ſoever 
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derer we can get 1 cheapeſt; which is not 
thought an ill policy by other Nations, and which 
we our ſelves have ſometimes done on other oc- 
caſions, and never refuſe it in the want of Corn. 
And this would. immediately reduce our Plant- 


ers to the neceſſity of lowering their prices and 


uſing us better, which we know they are well 
able to do without denying themſelves in any 
thing, but what would be for their real good, 
a moderate abatement of their profuſion: For 
wie know that they are furniſh'd with neceſſa- 
ries much cheaper than the French; and if 
their Predeceſſors were able to work them- 
ſelves into Eſtates when they ſold their Sugars 
for under 10er Cent. I can ſee no reaſon 
why the preſent Gentlemen ſhould not content 
themſelves with 1 5. 
On the other hand, the Northern Colonies 
are an induſtrious People, who may well be 
ſaid to earn their bread with the ſweat of their 
brows, and will continue to be more profitable 
to us (as I think I have demonſtrated before) 


than our Sugar Hlands, till theſe laſt ſhall fur- 


niſh us with commodities that we can re- ex- 
port with profit: and as the former have fal- 
len into a profitable way of Trade (and no 
way detrimental to Old England) with the 
French and Dutch Settlements in America; 
and alſo have eftabliſh'd a conſiderable Manu- 
factury for Rum, and which is of great im- 
portance to the carrying on their Fiſheries, 
* muſt needs look upon it as one of the 
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greateſt oppreſſions that ever was put upon an N 


innocent and free People, if ſo many thouſands 
ſhould be turn'd out of their livelyhood, only 
to gratify the avaricious ſpirit of a few encroach- 
ing People, and therefore I hope this Bill will 
be better conſidered in your Lordſhip's Houſe, 
and never ſuffer'd to paſs; unleſs it be with a 
Proviſo, 'That whenever the common Muſco- 
vado Sugar ſhall be fold in Barbadaes for above 
15 s. per Cent, it ſhall and may be lawful for 
all and any of his Majeſty's Subjects, to trade 
freely with any other Nation for the ſaid Com- 
modity, and to import it into any of His Ma- 
jeſty's Dominions. I moſt humbly beg your 
Lordſhip's Pardon for troubling you with fo 
long an Epiſtle, and pray I may always have 
the honour to be CM 


Tour LORDSHIP's 


| Obedient Humble Servant, 
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